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National Social Assistance Programme 

 

• The National Social Assistance Programme which came into effect from 15th 

august,1995 represents a significant step towards the fulfillment of the Directive 

Principles in Article 41 of the Constitution.  

• Article 41 of the Constitution of India directs the State to provide public assistance to its 

citizens in case of unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement and in other cases of 

undeserved 

• The programme introduced a National Policy for Social Assistance for the poor and aims 

at ensuring minimum national standard for social assistance in addition to the benefits 

that states are currently providing or might provide in the future.  

• NSAP at present comprises of Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme 

(IGNOAPS), Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme (IGNWPS), Indira Gandhi 

National Disability Pension Scheme (IGNDPS), National Family Benefit Scheme 

(NFBS) and Annapurna.  

 

• 1995: The NSAP is launched to provide social assistance to destitute "defined as any 

person who has little or no regular means of subsistence from his/her own source of 

income or through financial support from family members or other sources". 

• 2007: The NSAP is extended to cover all individuals living below the poverty line The 

NOAPS is renamed Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS). 

• 2013: Report of the Task Force on Comprehensive Social Assistance Programme 

submitted to the Government of India. Recommends raising monthly pension and 

expanding coverage.  

 

 National Old Age Pension Scheme (NOAPS):   The scheme covered destitute having little 

or no regular means of subsistence from his / her own sources of income or through financial 

support from family members or other sources. To determine destitution, the criteria, if any, 

currently in force in the State / UT Governments were adapted. The Government of India 

reserved the right to review these criteria and suggest appropriate revised criteria. 

 



All IGNOAPS beneficiaries aged 60–79 receive a monthly pension of Rs. 300 (Rs. 200 by 

central government and Rs. 100 by the state government). Those 80 years and above receive 

a monthly pension amount of Rs.500.  

• The scheme is administered by the Ministry of Rural Development Government of India. 

It is fully funded by the Central Government. unlike some other welfare programs where 

the Union government shares cost with the State Governments. 

• Allocation of funds for NSAP by Government of India between 2009–10 and 2014–15 

(in Crore Rs.): 

• As per the latest updates from the Uttar Pradesh state government, it plans to introduce a 

new Pension Scheme. The government has mentioned that the UP New Old Age Pension 

Scheme 2018 (as is named so far by the government), is a scheme that will offer benefit 

to all senior citizens of the state.  

• Under this pension scheme, the state government has announced to offer with INR 800 as 

a pension amount. The state government has also compared the new scheme with already 

existing Samajwadi Pension  Yojana  

 

• As per the new statements made the state government has announced to implement the 

Samajwadi Pension Yojana as the new scheme with upgraded features. The scheme is 

expected to offer benefits to over 50 lakh people within the state with increased coverage. 

The scheme for implementation statewide has been announced by the Yogi Sarkar.  

• The state government has also announced that the new scheme will be implemented 

starting from July to August 2018. The government shall also make the official 

announcement of the scheme for the general public by 15th August 2018 on the occasion 

of Independence Day of the Nation. 

Apart from this, some other general eligibility criteria are mentioned here below:- 

• To avail the benefit under the new Old age pension scheme the applicant must be a 

resident of the Uttar Pradesh state. He has to be born and bought up in the state. 

• The candidate should be a minimum of 60 years or above to get the benefit of registration 

online. 

• The applicant must have his or her name registered with the BPL list. 

• Apart from this, the government has also announced that any candidate who is holding 

his permanent residence within the state or is the owner of any two-wheeler vehicle is 



also eligible to apply under this scheme keeping the condition that he or she should clear 

all the above-mentioned eligibility criteria features. 

• The benefit will be offered to people belonging to the EWS (Economically Weaker 

Sections) of the society and BC (Backward Class) of the society. 

• The candidate must provide proof of his domicile within the state. He has to submit a 

copy of this birth certificate, Leaving certificate, house agreement, Ration card, Voters 

card or other relevant documents to prove that he is a resident of UP. 

• To prove his or her caste or class of the society the candidate will also have to provide the 

proof of his caste certificate that is issued by the authorized authorities. 

• The candidate will also have to provide the age proof mentioning his or her age to prove 

their senior citizenship. This can be documents like a birth certificate. issued by the 

school or college. 

• If he or she is having ownership of any two-wheeler vehicle or household then they have 

to submit the valid documents stating the ownership and type. 

• The candidate also has to provide the household income proof stating the type of income 

and total annual income certificate from the authorities. 

• Under this scheme, the government will offer INR 500 more pension amounts as 

compared to the earlier scheme such that the beneficiaries can claim for INR 800 monthly 

pension amounts. 

• The government has also stated that the scheme will offer benefits to senior citizens who 

are coming from Economically Poor Sections of the society. So over 50 lakhs, 

beneficiaries are expected to get benefit under this scheme. 

• As per the latest norms, the scheme does not have many restrictions imposed so far, so 

more people are expected to clear the eligibility criteria under this scheme. 

• The pension would be offered based on the eligibility criteria and income proof. 

Weakness: Sometimes identification of beneficiaries is not correct. The question on who gets the 

pension is important because policies are designed keeping in view certain eligibility criteria’s. 

But in reality, the local political network plays an important in determining the beneficiaries. 

Political connections help people in gaining favouritism.  


