Between 1873 and 1916, approximately 34,000 Indians were transported across the Indian and Atlantic
Oceans to work in Suriname as indentured labourers. The lives of their great-great grandchildren are
threaded through India, Suriname, and the Netherlands. One such person is Dr. Artie Ramsodit, who in
July 2024 travelled across northern India to trace the route of her ancestors. To document this journey,
Dr. Ramsodit and Sruthi Krishnan undertook an artistic collaboration, joined by Prakash Uday and Indra
Bangaru. Gathariwas conceived as a semi-fictionalised series of llustrated etters written by amother to
her child back home, in English, Bhojpuri, and Hindi. It is an emotive attempt to learn, recover, and share
stories that are hard to find, harder to hear, and essential for honouring the ancestors who once crossed
oceans sowe could now fly.
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: A creative collaboration between Artie Ramsodit, Sruthi Krishnan, (A anshtuent Ipstltute of Umversuy of Allahabad)
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